
The Kiplings of Kirkbymoorside 

 

Thomas Kipling (1693-1750) 

 

Thomas Kipling was baptised on 10 Feb 1693 at Holy Trinity Goodramgate, York. He was 

admitted a freeman of the city of York by patrimony in 1713/14 and married Elizabeth 

Rhodes on 27 Dec 1715 at Saint Laurence, York. (see ‘The Kiplings of York’). 

 

Thomas and his wife lived at Kirkbymoorside (‘KM’), where Gertrude ‘daughter of Thomas 

Kipling, gentleman’ was baptised the following year.

 
 

A son Charles was baptised at KM in 1718 ... 

 
… as were further children Elizabeth (1720), Mary (1722) and Thomas (1726).  

 

Thomas was an attorney, as the register of 1730 below shows. 

        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Additional Lists Of Attornies And Solicitors, Admitted in Pursuance of the late Act, For the better Regulation of 

Attornies and Solicitors. Presented to the House of Commons, Pursuant to their Order of the 22d Day of 

February 1730. 

 

In 1721, he recorded a property transaction in the City of York deeds registry. 

 

 



Daughter Mary died in 1731 … 

 
 

… and Thomas Kipling himself in 1750.  

 

 
KM 1750 

 

The death of his widow, “Mrs Elizabeth Kipling”, is recorded in 1774.  

 

In his will, Thomas left one shilling to son Charles, £5 to each of Elizabeth and Gertrude and 

the remained to wife Elizabeth and son Thomas.  

 

 
 

His assets were valued at £19 6s, including a debt of £11 due from Nicholas Barker. The 

nominal legacy to Charles was probably because money had been given to him previously 

(e.g. on his marriage). 

 

Gertrude was mentioned in court case in 1735 and married in York in 1747. 

 

 QSB 1735 6/49 

 Bill of indictment of Dorathy Bell wife of Thomas Bell late of Kirby Moorside yeoman for stealing 

one blue and white apron value 10d, the property of Gartrude Kipling 

 

Offence committed at Kirby Moorside on 24 June 1735 

 

 

 

 
Elizabeth married a Joseph Volens, a linen draper of York, at St Martins & St Gregory in 

1774. Their daughter Mary Kipling Volens was christened at Holy Trinity (Christ Church) in 

1776…. 

 
 

… but died two years later and was buried at Fulford, outside York. 

 



 
 

 

Charles Kipling (1718-1803) 

 

Charles married at KM in 1744. 

 
 

A daughter Elizabeth was baptised at KM in 1745, as was a son John in 1747. 

 
 

Charles was a sailor. He was admitted a freeman of York by patrimony in 1758, when he was 

incorrectly described as a gentleman and his brother Thomas (see below) as a mariner rather 

than vice versa. 

 

 
 

He appears in various of the muster roles of Whitby Merchant Seamen’s Hospital (as paying 

a 6d contribution for (pension/life insurance), initially described as a seaman and later as a 

cook. The first two entries were in 1761on the Lark, for the second of these he joined at 

Deptford. These were followed in 1762 for the Harmoney, joining at Shields and leaving at 

London, in 1763 for the Providence (Whitby/ Shields), in 1765 for the Joseph & Hannah, and 

in 1768 for the John and Dorithy (when Charles is noted as being aged 50).  Other 

employments beginning/ending in Shields/Whitby were noted in 1772 and 1771, both on the 

Lark. Finally, there was a 1774 stint on the Dolphin (Shields/Bristol). 

 

Sarah (70) and Charles (84) died in KM in 1791 and 1803 respectively. 

 

 
 

  
 

Elizabeth married George Ward at KM in 1770. 



 

 

Thomas Kipling (1726-60) 

 

Thomas married in 1750. 

 

 
Dunnington, 1750 

 

They had daughters Mary (1751) and Elizabeth (1752) and son Thomas (December 1754). 

 
 

Thomas was a coroner, as three records from the North Riding quarter sessions show. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

In 1736 and 1756, Thomas was involved in a property transaction at Barugh and Little 

Barugh.   

 

In 1754, Thomas and wife Mary witnessed a property transaction in nearby Keldholme. 

 



 
NR Deeds Register Y353 538 

 

In August 1755 the death of “Mary Skelton, wife of Mr Thomas Kipling” is recorded. 

Skelton was Mary’s mother’s maiden name. 

 

 
 

In 1758, Thomas was (like his brother) admitted to the freedom of York by patrimony. He is 

erroneously described as being a “mariner” (which was his brother’s occupation, see above). 

 

 
Thomas died in 1760. 

 

 
 

 
Public Ledger or The Daily Register of Commerce and Intelligence (London, England), Saturday, April 4, 

1761 

 

Son Thomas most probably died in 1762. 

 

 
 

In 1774, daughter Mary (of Pickering) sold to her sister Elizabeth (of York) her share in 

property at Appleton-in-the-Moor they had inherited from their mother’s family. Elizabeth 

then sold the whole property later in the year. 

 

Mary married a Thomas Campion at Pickering in 1780. 

 

John Kipling (1747-1831) 

 

An illegitimate son of a Jane Yowart , John Kipling Yowart, was baptised in KM in 1774. It 

is possible that John was his father. See Appendix. 

 



John married Mary Graystock at Pickering in 1777. Oddly, the age on the marriage licence 

(‘forty years and upwards’) is ten years too high, Mary was born in 1746, the daughter of 

Ralph Greystock of Normanby (making her age correct on the licence). 

 

 
 

In the accompanying bond, John is described as a ‘house carpenter’.  

 

 
Pickering,1777 

 

John and Mary had children baptised at KM, Ann (1778) … 

 

 
 

… Sarah (1780) and Charles (1783) when John is described as ‘innkeeper’. 

 

 

 
 

In 1783, the death is recorded of Nancy (i.e. Ann), aged 5. 

 

 
KM, BT Sept 1783. 

 

After this, there are no further records of John and his family in KM. It seems likely that 

moved to Hull, where John Greystock Kipling (see below), a probable son, records he was 

born around 1793.  



 

Son Charles and daughter Sarah probably also died in Hull. 

 

 
 

 
Holy Trinity, Hull 1798 

 

Mary died in 1822 (age matches). 
 

 
Holy Trinity, Hull 1822 

 

It’s possible that he married a Jane Chapman at Hull in 1827, who died there in 1864. 

 

 
 

 
In 1830, John was registered to vote for the MP for York. This would imply he owned 

property in York; had he inherited some from his father Charles? 

 

John died in 1831, aged 85 (=>b1746) 

 
Holy Trinity, Hull 

 

 

John Greystock Kipling (c1793-1852) 

 

John and Jane Theresa Lacey, married in 1814, as their licence application below shows. 



 

 
 

The following year daughter Theresa arrived. 

 
Hull Catholic Chapel 1815 

 

Later that year, John was bankrupted. He was then a retailer. 

 
Hull Packet - Tuesday 29 August 1815 

 

Henry and four other children arrived over the next decade. 

 



 
Hull Catholic Chapel 1823 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

John appears to have reestablished himself in shipping. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 
Bains Directory (N & E Ridings) 1823 

 

In 1826, he was also a victualler (innkeeper) and was fined for opening early. 

 

 
Hull Packet - Tuesday 04 July 1826 

 
Wife Jane died in 1828, when John’ work was described as a (ship-)broker. 

 
Hull Packet - Tuesday 15 July 1828 

 

John remarried in 1829, to a widow, Mary Purdon (nee Ellerby). 

 

 
 



A son William may have been born and died in 1832 (or this might have been child of 

another John Kipling, see ‘David 1911’). 

 
HT 1832 (age 1 mo) 

 

Catholic baptismal records definitely show children Mary Francis (1833), Ann Elizabeth 

(1835), John Ellerby (1838) and Horatio Nelson (1840).  

 

 
Hull Catholic Chapel (Mary and Ann were baptised together at the ages of 3½ and 1½). 

 

 
 



 
 

Step-sister Theresa Kipling was godmother to the final two sons, once before and once after 

her 1838 marriage to John Copeland. 

 
John Ellerby Kipling died in 1840. 

 
 

 
Bishop Lane, Hull. 1841 

 

Horatio died later in 1841 and daughter Sarah Ann married in 1842 (one witness was her 

brother-in-law).  

 
 

The 1851 census shows John senior as a grocer again, Mary as a “professor of music” (aged 

17), one servant and eight lodgers.  



  
48 North Street, Hull. 1851 

 

Mary was also reported in the local press around this time featuring in concerts. 

 

 
Hull Packet - Friday 16 January 1852 

 

 
Hull Daily News - Saturday 17 April 1852 

 

 
Hull Daily News - Saturday 28 August 1852 

 

John died in 1852 and daughter Mary Frances married in 1854. 

 



 
 

Ann Elizabeth married in 1859: 

 

 
 

One of their sons was Samuel Graystock Jones. 

 

 
Anne Elizabeth Kipling 

(from Dennison-Young family tree by taff1966 at Ancestry.co.uk) 

 

In 1861, widow Mary was keeping a lodging house, managing to have three daughters and a 

grand-daughter resident on the census night. 

 

 
3 South Street Hull. 1861 

 



For son Henry’s story, see Greystock 1911. What happened to son Edmund John is 

unknown. 

 

DNA testing 

 

A descendent of John Greystock Kipling has participated in a DNA testing programme which 

shows a close relationship to several other Kiplings known to have origins in Baldersdale, 

Bowes and Barnard Castle. 

 

  

https://kipling.one-name.net/Greystock%201911.pdf


Appendix 

 

An illegitimate son of a Jane Yowart , John Kipling Yowart, was baptised in KM in 1774. He 

is likely to be the natural son of John Kipling (1747-1851) 

 

 
 

The death of a “Jane Yoward, age 66” is recorded at KM in 1802, although there is no sign of 

her birth in KM around 1736.  

 

John Kipling Yoward was probably also the John Yoward (of Simmington) who married 

Elizabeth Hugill in KM in 1797. Daughters Jane (1813) and Mary Anne (1815) were born in 

Acklam By Malton, daughters of “John Yoward and Elizabeth”. 

 

 
 

John died in KM in 1824. 

  

 
 

In his will (in which he describes himself as a ‘house carpenter’, like his putative father), 

John leaves his estate, including a small property in KM, to wife Elizabeth and daughters 

Jane and Mary Ann. 



  
 

Mary Ann Yoward married tailor Jonathan Mason at KM in 1837.  When their daughter Ann 

Elizabeth was baptised at KM in 1840, Mary Ann was described as “daughter of John and 

Eliz. Kiplin”.  

 

 

 


